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but a new security and stability was added to it. The
devotee becomes a partaker in divine life and serves Him in
the evolution of His purpose.

But supernatural religion had no lasting charm for
Satyakama. There is an aspect of externality in outer devo-
tion which does not appease the mystic hunger for the infinite
and complete union with it. Love delights in self-forget-
fulness and self-naughting and absorption which the sentiment
of the fatherhood of an extra-cosmic God does not foster. The
dogmatic temper with its jealousy for the honour of its deity
cannot brook differences in the object and mode of worship.
Its excessive devoutness develops into fanaticism and persecu-
tional zeal. The institutional God does not tolerate the
non-conformisL He is a departmental Deity who cuts the
world into watertight compartments of the elect and the
eliminated, offering no hope for the unbeliever. A God that
sets apart a day for judging humanity and hurls the heathen
into eternal hellish torture is not a redeemer. The doctrine
of a mediator who sets free the redemptive impulse of God
inspires us with hope and joy. But it sometimes discour-
ages personal endeavour and Justifies irresponsibility. The
God of fear is also the God of mercy. Healthy-minded
devotion, therefore, avoids the religion that seeks indulgence
and perseveres in personal purification as a necessary con-
comitant of divine grace.

Satyakama was not satisfied with the worship of an
external designer. His yearning for more intimate com-
munion became irrepressible* So he returned to his guru
and narrated his experiences and reflections. The master
smiled a gracious smile and said : <( Satyakama, I see a new
brightness in your face which I never saw before. The idea
of an extra-cosmic God stimulates the craving for God,